


Saints and Observances

Ministry and Group News

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Please come to visit our Lord during the week, 
as the church is open 24x7 and He awaits you.  
Also, everyone is encouraged to sign up for one 
hour. This will ensure your weekly meeting with 
Jesus. You may sign up for any hour. Please con-
sider the following hours which currently have no one assigned:

FRI: 01:00 AM - 03:00 AM (1st Friday of each month)

Please call 650/322-3013 for more information or to sign up.

Pregnant?  Need Help? Please contact First Resort (650/261-9115), 
the Juan Diego Society (408/258-2008) or 

the Gabriel Project (800/910-0191).

GOOD FOOD AND GOOD MUSIC!
Join us for the Nativity Parish 2009 Crab Cioppino Feast.  In 
addition to the best crab cioppino anywhere you will be treated to 
the warm tenor voice of Pasquale Esposito, a very popular local 
Italian singer of both contemporary and classical music.  You can 
learn more about Pasquale at www.pasqualeesposito.
com.  Tickets are on sale for Nativity’s Crab Cioppino Dinner 
on 14 March 2009 at the Sobrato Pavilion at Nativity School.  
The dinner will include Dungeness Crab Cioppino with clams and 
shrimp, hearts of romaine salad; sourdough bread, and biscotti and 
sorbet.  Wine and beer will be available.  The tickets are $40.00 
per person and include 2 drink tickets per adult.  Reservation 
forms are available at the entrance to the church or you may see 
one of the men outside church today  If you have any questions 
please contact Paul Hernandez at 650/670-7513 or paulh@
pro-bel.ca . 

SOLEMNITY, FEAST, MEMORIAL • OPTIONAL MEMORIAL • OTHER

SHARE YOUR TALENTS - 09:30 MUSIC GROUP
The 09:30 music group is always looking for more singers and 
musicians. If you like to sing or play an instrument: flute, guitar, 
bass, horns, sax, strings - you name it - consider be-
ing a part of this fun ministry!  Teenagers welcome. 
Rehearsals are 08:30 AM Sunday before Mass in 
the O’Hare Center. Interested? Contact Barbara 
Nelson at 650/839-1010 or bnelson1015@
gmail.com. Or just see one of us after the 09:30 AM Mass on 
Sundays.

NATIVITY MOMS GROUP
All mothers are invited to join us for prayer and fellowship on 
Friday, 06 March 2009 from 10:30 AM until 12:00 PM in the 
O’Hare Center. Please bring your little ones with you! Contact 
Christine Semler at 650/594-4637 for more information.

NATIVITY DAYS IN 40 DAYS FOR LIFE
During Lent, Nativity will schedule people for a prayer vigil on 
Saturday, 14 March 2009 and Wednesday, 25 March 2009, the 
Feast of the Annunciation, as part of the nationwide 40 Days for 
Life effort praying for an end to abortion.  The prayer vigil will 
occur on public property near an abortion clinic in San Mateo 
between 07:00 AM - 07:00 PM.   There will be a minimum of 2 
people per hour.  Please call Eileen at 650/799-4722 to sign up for 
hourly time slots and more information. 

ROSARY FOR LIFE
Please join us for saying the Rosary outside a nearby abortion 
clinic, First Saturday, 07 March 2009.  We meet between the 
O’Hare Center and the Church after the 08:00 AM Mass on 
Saturday before heading over.  Please contact Eileen at 650/799-
4722 for more information.

03 MAR (Tuesday):
SAINT KATHARINE DREXEL  (1858-1955)
Born in 1858 into a prominent Philadelphia family, Katharine 
became imbued with love for God and neighbor. She took an avid 
interest in the material and spiritual well-being of black and native 
Americans. From the age of 33 until her death in 1955, she dedi-
cated her life and a fortune of 20 million dollars to this work. In 
1894, Mother Drexel took part in opening the first mission school 
for Indians, in Santa Fe, New Mexico. In 1915 she also founded 
Xavier University in New Orleans. At her death there were more 
than 500 Sisters teaching in 63 schools throughout the country.

04 MAR (Wednesday):
SAINT CASIMIR OF POLAND  (1458-1484)
Casimir was a 15th-century Polish prince, third in line for the 
throne.  He lived a highly disciplined, often severe, life: sleeping 
on the ground, spending a great part of each night in prayer, and 
dedicating himself to lifelong celibacy (even under pressure to 
marry the daughter of the emperor).  He had a great devotion to 
Mary, supported the poor, and lived a virtuous life amid the dis-
solute court.

07 MAR (Saturday):
SAINT PERPETUA and SAINT FELICITY, Martyrs
(d. 203)
Perpetua was a noble woman of Carthage, and Felicity was 
her slave. While still catechumens they were arrested during the 
persecution of Christians under Emperor Septimus Severus and 
imprisoned in a private home where they were baptized.  They 
were sentenced to death in a public amphitheater.  When wild beasts 
failed to kill them, the women were killed by the sword.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS UPDATE
The Rose Window will be reinstalled, weather permitting, 
beginning 09 March 2009.  The people at Hogan Art Glass have 
worked very hard to get this beautiful window back to us in less 
than 2 months. The Blessed Mother window should be reinstalled 
the week of 23 March 2009.  Thanks to the generosity of so many 
of you, we have been able to move forward with the restoration 
of the windows much more quickly then we ever imagined. There 
are still six windows in need of funding.  If you are interested 
in making a financial contribution to this effort in any amount, 
please contact Msgr. Otellini, 650/323-7914.



Announcements

In The Community

You are never too far gone for the Father’s forgiveness and grace.

VOCATION RETREAT FOR YOUNG WOMEN
On Sunday, 29 March 2009 the Sisters of Nazareth will be 
having a vocation retreat for young women from 09:00 AM-
04:00 PM at Nazareth House, 245 Nova Albion Way, San Rafael, 
California.  For more information call Sr. Margaret Clare at 
415/479-8282 or Sr. Fintan at  310/216-8170.  

AT VALLOMBROSA RETREAT CENTER
Start a new Lenten practice! Come to begin your Wednesday 
mornings with quiet contemplative prayer. Gather in our beautiful 
chapel for an hour of gentle music, scripture and silent reflection, 
followed by an optional continental breakfast. Prayer will be 
led by Sister Ingrid Clemmensen, OP, Program Director at 
Vallombrosa Retreat Center. 
Wednesdays during Lent, 07:30-08:30 AM.
25 February - 04, 11, 18, 25 March - 01, 08 April 2009.

LENTEN TALKS ON ST. PAUL
Dr. Ruth Ohm will be speaking at Nativity on the first five 
Tuesdays of Lent in the O’Hare Center beginning at 07:30 PM 
(03 through 31 March 2009).  Dr. Ohm teaches New Testament 
at St. Patrick’s Seminary and University. Her special interests 
include Pauline material, Christian period archaeology in the 
Greek East with a focus on the ancient city of Ephesus, and ancient 
Byzantine Rite liturgy. For over 10 years she has collaborated 
with the Director of Christian period excavations in Ephesus, Dr. 
Renate Pillinger (University of Vienna). She speaks and publishes 
on Ephesus’ ancient chapels and the so-called Cave of St. Paul.
This series of five presentations on St. Paul will focus on some 
aspects of the apostle’s practiced spirituality. We will examine 
how St. Paul communicates to the early Christian communities a 
cross-centered spirituality, the impact of the covenant, the gospel 
message, and the responsibility of evangelization. 

CENSORSHIP OF CATHOLIC RADIO?
FCC rule changes currently being developed internally could 
result in the direct censorship of Catholic radio stations.  
Read more at 
catholicradioassociation.org/localism.htm.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY LUNCHEON
The Hibernian Newman Club’s 45th Annual St. Patrick Day 
Luncheon will be held Tuesday, 17 March 2009 at the Hilton 
San Francisco Hotel.  11:00 AM: No-Host Reception, 12:00 
PM: Corned Beef & Cabbage.  Traditional Irish music and 
entertainment, benefiting the Catholic College Campus Ministry 
programs for the Archdiocese ofSan Francisco.  Tickets are $80. 
For more information and tickets, call 415/386-3434.

CATHOLIC RADIO PLEDGE DRIVE
Immaculate Heart Radio’s On-Air Pledge Drive will be held 
Tuesday, 10 March 2009 through Thursday, 12 March 2009 -- 
from 06:00 AM-06:00 PM daily at Immaculate Heart Radio’s Live 
Studio located at Mater Dolorosa School in South San Francisco.  
Please join the Immaculate Heart Radio Staff at our upcoming 
Pledge Drive. Meet Catholic Radio Personalities, be interviewed 
live on the radio, pray the Rosary with our staff, participate in 
Adoration, enjoy fellowship with Catholics in your area, talk with 
listeners and witness their testimonies, and experience the joy and 
peace that comes from sharing your Catholic Faith.  Refreshnents 
served all day.  Free Giveaways!!
Spaces are limited -Sign-up for any time during the Pledge Drive. 
Call Debora Heinrichs at 866/774-3278 x221 or email her at 
dheinrichs@ihradio.org.  
Visit our website at www.ihradio.org.

ONE MILLION ROSARIES FOR UNBORN BABIES
Join a nationwide prayer event this May, praying one million 
rosaries for an end to the killing of the unborn.  Information at 
saintmichaelthearchangelorganization.org.

Please welcome the newest members of our Christian 
community:
•	 Sofia Marie daughter of Mary Aquino
•	 Nathan Matthew son of Abraham and Loretta Couse
•	 Kidane Benjamin son of Daniel Fife and Rahel Keleta
•	 Allison Clemence 

Sally
daughter of Michael Joyce and Chantal 
Gentile

•	 Addison Raye daughter of Jim and Sarah Harbaugh
•	
•	 Danielle Amerie daughter of Marc Sedillo and Karena Villa

May these children and their families grow in holiness daily in 
response to their baptismal calling.

OUR PARISH FAMILY

Nativity welcomes our newest parishioners:
•	 Victoria Romero
•	 Patty Tobin
•	 Andrew Lin

CLOTHING NEEDED
The Clothing Distribution Center at St. Anthony’s Church is in 
great need of clothing for children, women, and especially for 
men.  You may drop your donations off between 09:00 AM and 
04:00 PM, Monday through Friday.  Your donations are greatly 
appreciated.  3500 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, 650/366-
4692.

NATIVITY BOOKS ARE STILL AVAILABLE
Fr. Lucky: Life Stories of Clement A. Davenport -- there are only 
a very few copies of this wonderful book left.



From the Holy See
THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS
Each month His Holiness Benedict XVI asks for general and 
missionary prayer intentions.  
For March 2009, the Holy Father’s prayer intentions are:
General: That the role of women may be more ap-
preciated and used to good advantage in every coun-
try in the world.
Missionary: That in the light of the letter addressed 
to them by Pope Benedict XVI, the Bishops, priests, 
consecrated persons, and lay faithful of the Catholic Church in the 
Popular Republic of China may commit themselves to being the 
sign and instrument of unity, communion and peace.

Message of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI 
for LENT 2009

From what I have said thus far, it seems abundantly clear that fasting represents an important ascetical practice, a spiritual 
arm to do battle against every possible disordered attachment to ourselves. Freely chosen detachment from the pleasure of 
food and other material goods helps the disciple of Christ to control the appetites of nature, weakened by original sin, whose 
negative effects impact the entire human person. Quite opportunely, an ancient hymn of the Lenten liturgy exhorts: “Utamur 
ergo parcius, / verbis cibis et potibus, / somno, iocis et arctius / perstemus in custodia – Let us use sparingly words, food and 
drink, sleep and amusements. May we be more alert in the custody of our senses.”

Dear brothers and sisters, it is good to see how the ultimate goal of fasting is to help each one of us, as the Servant of God 
Pope John Paul II wrote, to make the complete gift of self to God (cf. Encyclical Veritatis splendor, 21). May every family 
and Christian community use well this time of Lent, therefore, in order to cast aside all that distracts the spirit and grow in 
whatever nourishes the soul, moving it to love of God and neighbor. I am thinking especially of a greater commitment to 
prayer, lectio divina, recourse to the Sacrament of Reconciliation and active participation in the Eucharist, especially the 
Holy Sunday Mass. With this interior disposition, let us enter the penitential spirit of Lent. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Causa nostrae laetitiae, accompany and support us in the effort to free our heart from slavery to sin, making it evermore a 
“living tabernacle of God.” With these wishes, while assuring every believer and ecclesial community of my prayer for a 
fruitful Lenten journey, I cordially impart to all of you my Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, 11 December 2008.
BENEDICTUS PP. XVI



Sister Faustina 
Kowalska

Jacinta and 
Francisco Marto 
and Lucia dos Santos

Juan Diego 
Cuauhtlatoatzin

Sister Margaret 
Mary Alacoque

Bernadette 
Soubirous	

Young Believers
DI

D 

YOU KNOW?

HOLY WEEK and
EASTER SERVICES

WEDNESDAY, 01 APRIL 2009
07:30 PM  Lenten Penance Service

SATURDAY, 04 APRIL 2009
07:30 PM  Shroud of Turin Talk with Deacon Peloso

THURSDAY, 09 APRIL (HOLY THURSDAY)
07:30 PM  Mass (one Mass only)

FRIDAY, 10 APRIL 2009 (GOOD FRIDAY)
12:00 -01:30 PM  Reflections with Fr. Jeffrey Hubbard

01:30 PM  Stations of the Cross 
02:00 PM  Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

07:00 PM  Stations of the Cross

SATURDAY, 11 APRIL 2009 (HOLY SATURDAY)
10:00 AM -12:00 PM  Reconciliation (Opus Dei priest)

02:00-04:00 PM  Reconciliation (parish priest)
08:00 PM Easter Vigil 

(no other Masses)

SUNDAY, 12 APRIL 2009 (EASTER SUNDAY)
08:00 AM Mass
09:30 AM  Mass 
11:00 AM  Mass
12:30 PM  Mass 

(no 05:00 PM Mass)

MONDAY, 13 APRIL 2009
09:00 AM  Mass (one Mass only)

FAST AND ABSTINENCE
The observance of a fast is to take only a single full meal 
during the course of the day, typically after 03:00 PM.  To 
maintain strength, one or two smaller meals may also be taken, 
if together they do not equal another full meal.  The fast binds 
on all those ages 18-60.

The observance of abstinence is to refrain from eating any 
meat.  Abstinence binds on all those ages 14 and older.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of both fast and 
abstinence.  It is recommended that all Fridays in Lent be 
observed as days of abstinence.

The observance of abstinence in predomi-
nantly Catholic communities contributed to 
the practice of serving clam chowder as the 
“soup-of-the-day” on Fridays.  In many res-
taurants today this practice still continues.	

MATCH the individuals with the supernatural events 
with which they are associated.	

1.  The Blessed Mother ap-
peared	six times in 1917 in Fa-
tima, Portugal.  During the final 
appearance, a great celestial mir-
acle occured that was witnessed 
by hundreds of people.  Later, 
in a separate vision, the Blessed 
Mother revealed the devotion of 
five First Saturdays.

2.  The Blessed Mother appeared 
16 times in 1858 in Lourdes, 
France.  The spring of water 
that she caused to emerge dur-
ing these appearances continues 
to provide miraculous cures.

3.  Jesus revealed His Twelve 
Promises of the Sacred Heart 
and asked that devotions to His 
Most Sacred Heart be spread.  
In a series of visions He also re-
vealed requests for the devotion 
of Nine Fridays, the Holy Hour, 
and receiving Holy Communion on 
the First Friday of the month.

4.  The Blessed Mother appeared 
twice in 1531 in Guadalupe, Mex-
ico.  As a sign to the skeptical 
bishop, she caused non-native 
roses to bloom in the dead of 
winter and left an image of her-
self on the cloth used to carry 
the flowers.

5.  Jesus revealed Himself as the 
Divine Mercy.  His instruction in-
cluded that a diary be kept of all 
that He revealed, and through it 
to “make known to souls the great 
mercy I have for them.”  Jesus 
repeated more than seven times 
that this message would prepare 
the world for His final coming.




